
 
B

A
N

N
E

R
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 S

C
H

O
O

L
: 

 
P

R
E

P
A

R
I
N

G
 
T

H
E

 
S

T
U

D
E

N
T

S
 
O

F
 
T

O
D

A
Y

 
F

O
R

 
T

H
E

 
W

O
R

L
D

 
O

F
 
T

O
M

O
R

R
O

W
!
 
 

The Scratching Post 
August, 2019 

 

Alumnae Visit BCS 
 

Lori Linn Wehrman (‘77) and Michael Linn (‘76)

cycled the extra 4 miles of 4A Spur to visit Harris-

burg during the “Tour de Nebraska” bike ride. 

Both alums were proud to “walk down memory 

lane” as they  perused the halls and reminisced 

about their lives in Banner County. Lori still holds 

the  district record for Girls’ Long Jump (1975) at 

16’ 11 1/2” and Mike represented BCS on two State 

Championship Teams in Wrestling (‘74) and track 

(‘76).  

  

BCS Awarded $10,000 Grant for 
Drone Technology Program 
 

Banner County School was selected to receive a $10,000.00 grant to 
introduce BCS students to drone technology by America’s Farmers 

Grow Rural Education program, sponsored by Bayer Fund. Growing the next generation 
is very important to farmers, and they realize that schools are an integral part of that 
process.  To show their appreciation, a local farmer in our area nominated BCS to re-
ceive this grant. After our application was submitted, it was reviewed first by STEM 
teachers, then by the America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education Farmer Advisory Coun-
cil, a group of 27 prominent farmers from 
across the country. The Advisory Council was 
impressed with our dedication to our students 
and our innovative ideas for improving their 
educational experiences. Our “Discover 
Drones” course on Option Enrichment Fridays 
will be facilitated by Mrs. Nancy Olsen and  
provide students in grades 7 through 12 with 
an introduction to drone technology for both 
agricultural and commercial use.  
Earlier this year, WNCC Ag Instructor, Lex 
Larsen, demonstrated some applications of drone technology for farming and ranching 
for Banner 4H and FFA students. Thanks to the AFGRE grant, BCS students will be on 
the cutting edge of the use of “Drones in AG!” 
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Welcome Back! Open 

House, August 13th  
Students will see four new faces at BCS this 

year, and some teachers returning in new 

roles and new assignments! 

-We are very happy to welcome Mrs. Kinsey 

Groves (BCS Class of 2012) as our 3rd grade 

teacher. She will replace Mrs. Rebecca 

Wenger, who is moving to 5th grade.  

-In 1st grade, Mrs. Kasandra Rossi will replace 

Mrs. Barb Cooper, who will be our Reading 

Interventionist, primarily supporting students 

in grades K through 3 in phonics and reading 

comprehension and fluency.  

-In Kindergarten, Ms. Katie Stauffer joins our 

staff and Mrs. Wittni Boettcher will provide ad-

ditional support for our early learners as the 

Kindergarten paraprofessional.  

-Mrs. Deb Griebe is moving from Elementary 

Special Education to our Preschool. She will 

be assisted by Ms. Brittany Serres as the PK 

paraprofessional.  

-We are very excited about Mr. Brandon Avila 

joining our faculty as the Physical Education 

teacher! With a dedicated PE teacher, Mrs. 

Angie Hilbert will teach JR/SR High School So-

cial Studies, and Mrs. Jessica Stauffer will be 

responsible for both Elementary and JR/SR 

High School Special Education students.  

-Ms. Elizabeth Bohac will continue to teach 6th 

grade, but will also take over the HS Journal-

ism course and newsletter production.  

 

BCS teachers are passionate about student 

learning! Come out to Open House on August 

13th from 5:00pm to 6:30pm and say hello to 

our new teachers and welcome back our 

“vets!”  Our Board Members will serve a com-

munity supper with grill master, Douglas Ol-

sen, flipping the burgers!  

Principal Jones will demonstrate the new fea-

tures of our redesigned website. Any last mi-

nute questions before we kick off the 2019-

2020 school year? Office staff will be available 

with answers and forms :) 

All patrons are welcome!  

“It takes a village to raise a child.”  

SUMMER 

READING  

SUCCESS!!! 
 

Our first Summer 

Reading Program 

was a happy success!  

 

Our summer readers 

ended the 8 week 

program with a great 

day at the zoo to cel-

ebrate several of the animal themed activities! 

 

Two of our youngest 

readers, Trent and 

Addy Knaub, were 

recognized for read-

ing the most books—

62!!! 

 

We were also glad to 

partner with the 4H 

Extension Program, 

who offered work-

shops throughout 

June and July.       

Jennifer Blanke (4H-

Extension) will be offering OEF sessions on 

horsemanship and STEM activities throughout 

the year! 

Strategic Planning Session IV 
Saturday, August 24th, 2019 
Cafeteria, 10:00am—Noon 

 
 
 
 

 
Join the Conversation! 
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Kinsey Groves, Grade 3 
Hello everyone! I am so 
excited to be Banner 
County’s 3rd grade teacher 
this year!! I have lived in 
Banner County my entire 
life on my family’s farm. 
After graduating high 
school at BCS I went on to 
WNCC in Scottsbluff fol-
lowed by completing my 
Bachelor’s Degree in Ele-
mentary Education 
through Chadron State 
College. I had the privi-

lege of teaching 1st grade for a year at Mary Lynch 
Elementary in Kimball before my husband, Tanner, 
and I started our family. I have been extremely 
blessed staying home raising our two children 
Bexlie and Henry and I have learned a thing or two 
about being a rancher’s wife. However, I could not 
be more excited to put my heart and soul back into 
our school. I cannot wait to walk side by side our 
youth, guide them as they learn and grow, and pass 
on my love of our community.  
 

Brandon Avila, Physical Education 
My name is Brandon 
Avila. This year I will 
be the Pre K through 
12th grade physical 
education teacher. 
This will be my first 
year teaching. I gradu-
ated from Morrill 
High School in 2011. 
I graduated from 
Chadron State College 
in 2018 with my 
Bachelors of Science 
in Education with an 
endorsement in pre K through 12th physical educa-
tion and Health. My hobbies and interests revolve 
around anything pertaining to sports - from playing 
them, watching them, and coaching them. I’m a 
huge Husker fan and Rockies fan. I also enjoy being 
outdoors. I am looking forward to starting my career 
here at Banner County! Go Wildcats!  

Kasandra Rossi, Grade 1 
Hello! My name is 
Kasandra Rossi, 
and I’m thrilled to 
say this will be my 
first year teaching 
1st grade at Banner 
County Elementary 
School. I grew up 
in Morrill, Nebras-
ka and graduated 
with a Bachelor of 
Science in Educa-
tion with a minor in 
Early Childhood 
Education from 

Chadron State College in 2018. Currently, I live in 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska with my husband, Jon. I enjoy 
spending time with family and friends, exercising, 
and hiking. My passion is and always has been work-
ing with youth of all ages. I am truly looking forward 
to meeting all of my students and working with them 
this year!   
 

Katie Stauffer, Kindergarten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
My name is Katie Stauffer. My parents are Rex 
Stauffer and Janine Schmidt. I graduated from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2018. I am so ex-
cited to teach Kindergarten this year at Banner Coun-
ty! In my free time I love to do yoga, knit, spend time 
with family and friends, and hang out with my 3 dogs 
Bobo, Amos, and Luna. I can’t wait to start this great 
school year in this wonderful community.  
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Order your 2020 Community Calendar 
Don’t miss another Birthday or Anniversary! The BCPSF Community Calendar is STILL only  
$5.00. This year, the 2020 Calendar will be available by pre-paid order only.  If you need to 
update your family information, include changes on the form below. We anticipate the        
calendar being ready for pick up in December and in time for the Christmas Concert!  
 

Please complete the form below and return to school along with your payment to:  
BCPS Foundation 

 
NAME: __________________________________________ Phone ____________________ 
 
Changes or additions to calendar  
                           (Circle One) 
ADD 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
DELETE 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Name: _____________________________ Date:______________Birthday      Anniversary 
 
Number of calendars ($5 each): _____________  Payment enclosed: ________________ 
 

 
Thank you for supporting the BCPS Foundation Scholarship Fund! 

If you have questions about the calendar 
or the BCPS Foundation, talk to any of 
our members:  
Lacey Krakow, President 
Pamela Olsen, Vice-President 
Rebecca Wenger, Secretary 
Tina McKeehan, Treasurer 
Barbara Cross 
Tiffany Jeffries 

BCPS Foundation Mission Statement 
 

The Banner County Public School Foundation exists 
to receive gifts and donations in order to promote and 

support scholarships for graduating seniors.  
The resources also may be used for programs and 

projects aimed at enhancing or supplementing  
educational programs and providing extended  

educational opportunities. 



P A G E  5  

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
 
July 8, 2019 
 

President Ron Johnson called the regular July meeting of the Banner County School District Board of  Educa-
tion to order at 7:24 PM in the School Cafeteria.  
Awards and Recognition 
President Ron Johnson commended the following students: 
-Delaney McGowan, Isaac Olsen, and Eddie McGowan, who were on the 4-H PASE team that 
took 2nd place in State PASE Skill-a-thon Contest. Andie West was also on the team that was coached by 
Christine Grubbs.  
-President Johnson also commended the building, grounds, technology, and office summer crew for their work 
in preparing for a new school year and completing major projects. 
Actions 
-Motion passed to approve the purchase of 30 LED lights for the gym from Crescent Electric for $11,339.13. 
-Motion passed to approve the bid and purchase of a 2021, 42-passenger Bluebird Vision bus for the bid of 
$81,015.00 from Nebraska/Central Equipment, Inc.; all other bus bids were rejected. 
-Motion passed to appoint Bret Jeffries to the Banner County School Board of Education for the remainder of 
the vacated term ending December 2022.  

Complete minutes are posted on our website: www.bcswildcats.org 

What I learned in my first year at BCS 
As I reflect on my first year as BCS superintendent, it is probably safe to say that I learned 

many new Nebraska specific terms and “acronyms” that are part and parcel of education in 

America. Timelines and reporting methods are a bit different than what I experienced in New 

Jersey, but again, typical of the requirements across educational institutions.  

Getting to know our students, staff, and community members has been the most enjoyable 

part of my first year! Despite the similarities of people everywhere, there is an independent 

spirit among both kids and adults that is refreshing and energizing here.  I enjoy being part of 

a community in which care and respect for others are evident, both socially and educationally. 

I look forward to learning more about Banner County in year two, but here is the short list of 

some key lessons: 

 In addition to “Snow days” there are “Mud days!” 

 There are rattlesnakes in Banner County...I do not know how I missed this piece of            

information!  

 Nebraskans eat cinnamon rolls with chilli...and may also add crumbled saltines! 

 A roaster is a “must have” household item! 

 Do not add sugar to iced tea! 

 Closed windows do not keep the dust out of the house! 

 

Thank you for welcoming Richard and I into your community! 

 ~ Dr. Evelyn Browne 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

Recycling Now Available to Banner County Residents 
 
Banner County School is happy to share our recycling bins with our neighbors! 
The bins are located at the back of the school and are labeled for: 
Magazines 
Paper 
Plastic 
Steel Cans 
Aluminum cans 
Cardboard 
NO GLASS!!! NO GLASS!!! NO GLASS!!! NO GLASS!!! NO GLASS!!! 

 
FULL-DAY PROGRAM     `BREAKFAST & LUNCH AVAILABLE  

3 - 4 YEARS OLD (4 yrs. old by Oct 31st)   INCOME-BASED TUITION ($0-$150/Month) 

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE 

  


